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Write to Vox Pop 
Ideas, rants, and reactions? 
Email them to voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 
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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and West Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Online (marshillchurch.org/voxpop) for more articles and content. 





It All Comes Down to This... 





By Pastor James Harleman 


On October 1, 2006, we will celebrate our ten-year an- 
niversary and thank God for taking us from a small Bible study 
to a church of 5,000. It has been a winding, tumultuous, roller- 
coaster ride, but God the Father has seen fit to use us for His 
glory, our God Jesus has given us an unfathomable amount of 
grace, and the Holy Spirit has been faithful to keep us unified 
and on mission through growing pains and opposition. 

Last fall we asked the church for $3 million to supplement 
a bank loan and add a 40,000 square-foot facility with 1,000 
seats in Ballard. God has since given us two campuses for 
services, West Seattle and Shoreline (in addition to the exist- 
ing Ballard campus), as beachheads for preaching and teach- 
ing. We also got a smokin’ deal on a building in Wedgwood 
that will house most of our administrative offices. 

Thus far, we've raised $1.8 million of the original 
amount asked for, and we simply need to raise the addi- 
tional $1.2 million to make all of this greatly expanded vision 
happen. We are not asking for any additional building mon- 
ies beyond the $3 million to complete this enormous series 
of projects. We will simply re-allocate the same monies for 
even better stewardship. 

Therefore, please start saving up and join us for our 
ten-year anniversary on October 1, when we will designate 
the entire day’s offering for our facilities. To commemorate 
the occasion, we are asking our church to give $1.2 million 
in one day! For that to happen we need to see an average of 
roughly $300 given for every adult in attendance. 


For the full details on our multi-campus expansion and how 
it impacts Sunday services, midweek programming, and 
more, pick up the flyer “I Will Build My Church” at any cam- 
pus or view the PDF online at www.marshillchurch.org. 
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Mars Hill’s other summer project: preparing the new 
Wedgwood campus. This building will house staff offices 
and eventually host conferences, meetings, and events. 
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Dishpan Gap Backpacking - Explore the 
Skykomish Valley Wilderness on this relaxing 3- 
day hike. 

Mark Humiston at MarkHumiston@gmail.com 


Ohanapecosh Camping - Camp at the base 
of Mt. Rainier and enjoy the beauty of the 

area. Hiking and whitewater kayaking available. 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul@yahoo.com 


Melakwa Lake Hike - A moderate hike through 
the Alpine Lakes Wilderness ending at a beautiful 
moutain lake. 

Eric Studerus at EStuderus@cieverell wa.us 


Whitewater Rafting on the Tieton - Rimrock Lake 
is drained only once a year, come experience the 
excellent Class III rapids. 

Mark Humiston at MarkHumiston@gmail.com 


Family Biking on the Burke Gilman Trail - Enjoy 
views of Lk. Washington and UW with a stop at 
Cold Stone Creamery at the end. 

Ali Wick at awick@anchorenv.com 


SCUBA at Three Tree Point - See the underwater 
cars and a wide variety of sea life on this 
intermediate-level dive. 

Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspu/@yahoo.com 


Mt. Dickerman Day Hike - Strenuous 
switchbacks lead you to a gorgeous 360 degree 
view from Mt. Baker to Mt. Rainier. 

Lisa Dale at /isamda/e@hotmail.com 


09.29-30 Mt. Baker Ice Climbing — A great intro to the 


sport of ice climbing. Satisfy your need to swing 
sharp things into blocks of ice. 
James Mallory at jrmallory@hotmail.com 
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WHERE’S NADIA? 


The true story of one woman's “First Year at 
Mars Hill” experience has been a Vox Pop 
staple for the better part of 2006. Follow 
the continuing adventures of Nadia online. 
Keep an eye on marshillchurch.org/voxpop 
for more from your favorite newbie. 


Attention Artists ! 


New Opportunities for Art and 
Art-lovers this Fall 


The Renaissance of Mars Hill Arts 

Mars Hill Arts faithfully operates behind the scenes 
to share unique, challenging, and authentic galleries with 
our church and community. Like everything else around 
here, come fall this ministry will begin moving in some 
cool new directions. 

For example, there’s a plan in the works to secure a 
gallery downtown. This space would display a variety of dif- 
ferent work from Mars Hill artists. After being shown at the 
gallery, the displays would then rotate through the various 
Mars Hill campuses. 

This is just one of the many ideas Mars Hill Arts is 
hoping to implement in the next few months. The ministry's 
hoping to get a few good artists and volunteers on board in 
the process. Mars Hill Arts is looking for painters, sculptors, 
performance artists, videographers, interpretive dancers, 
photographers, creative writers, etc. to help shape this ongo- 
ing collective project. 

If you suck at art but love it anyway, Mars Hill Arts also 
needs people who can administrate, run audio and video, 
coordinate events, and basically help out in everything that 
doesn't involve drawing or painting stuff. If you already know 
you want in, email Jeff Bettger at arts@marshillchurch.org. 


Comic Book Murals in West Seattle 

The new West Seattle campus is looking for tal- 
ented artists who would like to help decorate the Children’s 
Ministry walls. The idea is to create comic book-style action 
sequences of popular Bible stories. Each artist would cre- 
ate one set of pieces that would then be transferred into a 
storyboard format, reproduced into a large poster, and then 
framed. Email shan@marshillchurch.org. 


Trumeau is coming! 
This October, Mars Hill plays host to the annual Trumeau 
Conference. See page 5 for more info. 


mars hill 


september 


Subscribe to our weekly email update at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


09.08 fri, 7pm - covenant 
biblical sexuality 


09.09 sat- father-daughter daytrip 
onboard the clipper to victoria 


09.10 sun, 1pm - greece & israel ‘07 
trip info meeting in the Paradox 


09.15 fri, 7pm — film & theology 
syriana (Ballard) 


09.29 fri, 7pm - bebo norman concert 
ticketforce.com (Ballard) 


09.29- fri-sat - proxy fall retreat 
10.01 camp firwood 


10.01 sun - mentor couple orientation 
email jen@marshillchurch.org (Ballard) 


10.05 thurs - derek webb concert 
ticketforce.com (Ballard) 


weekly this season 


sunday services 
ballard - 1401 NW Leary Way 

9am, 11am, 5pm, 7pm 

(no children’s ministry during the 7pm) 
shoreline — schirmer auditorium — 10:30am 


(crista ministries campus) 
greenwood ave N & N 195th st 


breakfast club 
West Seattle: Saturdays at 9am 
Ballard: Saturdays at 10am 


Tasty breakfast and the opportunity to help get 
the building ready for Sunday service. 


proxy (starts week of 9/18) 
Shoreline: Tuesdays at 7pm 
Ballard: Wednesdays at 7pm 


To equip Mars Hill teenagers with the wisdom 
they need for successful lives of ministry. 


october preview... 


e gospel class (register at marshillchurch.org) 
e missions fest (10/6-7) 

e dead sea scrolls seminar (10/20) 

e proxy bowling party (10/27) 

e trumeau arts conference (10/27-28) 
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Popping a Cap in Capstone 


Re-launching education at Mars Hill Church with new Capstone CORE 





By Pastor James Harleman 


To be fair, Capstone didn’t need to be shot; the teaching is 
great. We're never satisfied, however, and we're always looking 
for ways to improve. For example, this fall we're using video and 
regional locations to re-launch Mars Hill as a multi-campus church 
with a renewed vision for reaching Seattle. As a component of 
this plan, your Mars Hill pastors are revising and re-launching our 
“Capstone” education as well. 

Due to rapid growth and expanding demographics, we 
must address our core distinctives in order to mature our 
church family and equip everyone with biblical basics. Toward 
that goal, Capstone CORE begins this October: a bundle of 
classes and seminars arranged to reach members throughout 
a multiccampus church and ensure unified teaching of Mars 
Hill doctrine and application. 

Capstone CORE classes and seminars communicate the 
basic “DNA” which members of Mars Hill will be encouraged 
to cultivate. The idea is to become more complete — theologi- 
cally and missionally — within the context and culture of Mars Hill 
Church. Although anyone is welcome to take a class at any 
campus, CORE classes will rotate between campuses so that, 
ideally, each class will be offered at least once a year at each 
location. CORE seminars (one day intensives) will happen at 
least once a year at one of the Mars Hill campuses. 


So... are you “in the club”? 

At Mars Hill we distinguish between “members” and 
“guests”, but occasionally it’s hard to tell the difference because 
even members feel out of the loop sometimes. Veteran members 
of Mars Hill have accrued the DNA and theological understand- 
ing through years of sermons and midweek teachings. They’ve 
had access to pastors and teaching that have come and gone in 
times when we were smaller. 

As a 4,000+ multitcampus church, however, even the 
Gospel Class is too short and broad to explore the depth of who 
we are, what we believe, and how we live our lives; pastors and 
long-term members can’t simply say “been there, done that” and 
expect everyone to pour over hours of audio sermons in order to 
catch up. 

For those with the time and desire to digest all that archived 
material, God bless you. Still, more and more members don’t know 
their Bible well — or even how to begin studying it — and they aren’t 
equipped with in depth teaching about biblical marriage, biblical 
roles, biblical stewardship, how we worship Jesus, and why we 
engage our culture. To help teach and train and mature the body 
God is growing here, we're introducing Capstone CORE as one 
way to expand our teaching and address the issue. 

For example, at the time this is being written, we're learning 
about spiritual gifts from the pulpit. Those that join our church fol- 
lowing that sermon series won't experience that teaching (unless 
they download them from iTunes), So your pastors are creating an 
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annual spiritual gifts seminar that will debut next spring so newer 
members will have the opportunity to deepen their faith and 
mature for the mission God has for them. There are also critical 
life-stage classes that we want members to seek out, classes 
about biblical marriage, sexuality, parenting, etc. 


Mandatory for Membership? 

Will Capstone CORE classes be mandatory for member- 
ship, like the Gospel Class? Not a chance. To be a member, 
just take the Gospel Class to confirm where you stand with our 
doctrinal basics. Capstone CORE classes exist as vital supple- 
mental education that members — particularly those interested in 
pursuing leadership — will want to take. 

Some people may come to Mars Hill with a basic under- 
standing of hermeneutics and apologetics or marriage and sex or 
and other core issues. Those with this existing knowledge base 
may finish the Gospel Class, get in a Community Group, and 
even become leaders in the church without taking a Capstone 
CORE class. Still, these classes will help us identify individuals 
who not only have leadership gifts, but also possess an under- 
standing of Mars Hill basics; the classes a member has taken will 
be one helpful indicator of where people are at. 

Another benefit of taking CORE classes: these classes will be 
taught primarily by pastors, so they represent another avenue by 
which pastors are accessible to our members. 


What about all the other classes? 

In addition to the Gospel Class and CORE classes, there 
will still be other classes and teaching available as well. This year, 
we are rounding out the CORE classes with some great electives 
like OT/NT Survey, Practical Theology for Women, and Leaders 
Who Last. We have a team of capable teachers who can plug 
into various Campuses. 

To propose a class or volunteer as a teacher, email cap- 
stone@marshillchurch.org. Curriculum is evaluated at quarterly 
and annual planning meetings. 


And that’s not all... 

Supplemental seminars will also take place at Mars Hill 
Campuses as time and space are available. Campus pas- 
tors may create a weekend seminar to hit a topic particular 
to their region or demographic. Guest speakers may be 
brought in from time to time for special lectures and seminars. 
Additionally, Resurgence seminars will continue to take place 
at various Campuses. 

The “Capstone” label deals primarily with our adult 
education: Gospel Class, CORE classes, and Mars Hill 
seminars. Teaching and event offerings associated with 
Covenant, Proxy, and Film and Theology will also pepper 
our Campuses, as well as off-site events like our Men’s and 
Women’s “Advance” weekends. 


(continued: SEE ‘CORE’ page 16) 


CAPSTONE CORE 
GENERAL CLASSES are offered 


midweek and open to all members. 


e How to Study your Bible - basic hermeneutics, 
study tips and tools, problem texts, how to memorize 
and pray scripture 


e Apologetics - traditional and presuppositional 
defense of the faith and a look at world religions, cults 
and the occult 


e Spiritual Disciplines - on prayer, meditation, soli- 
tude, service, teaching, evangelism and more 


LIFE-STAGE CLASSES are open to 


members as specified. 


e Song of Solomon - biblical sexuality for married 
couples, offered midweek, taught by Pastor Mark 


e Biblical Marriage - midweek for existing married 
couples — distinct from Pre-Marriage Class 


e Biblical Families - midweek for married couples 
pregnant or with children 


e Pre-Marriage Class - for engaged or newly mar- 
ried couples *NOTE: this class occurs on Sundays 
with no childcare 


Additionally, look for the following Saturday seminars 
to be offered annually at different Mars Hill campuses. 
These will be open to non-members, as they’re only once 
a year and don’t compete with Gospel Class times. In 
fact, you can save the dates for some already! 


¢ Biblical Stewardship - 02.10.07 at the 
Ballard campus 


e Gospel & Culture - date and location TBD 


¢ Biblical Women Seminar - 01.27.07 at the Ballard 
campus (not to be confused with off-site Women’s 
“Advance”, the weekend of 03.03.07) 


e Biblical Men Seminar - 03.31.07 at the West 
Seattle Campus (not to be confused with off-site 
Men's “Advance”, the weekend of 05.18.07) 


e Spiritual Gifts - date and location TBD 


Turn to page 12 for a complete list of Fall Capstone 
classes and registration info. 


CAUTION: IS BEAUTY DANGEROUS? 


TRUMEAU CONFERENCE ASKS THE QUESTION 





By C.J. Livingstone 


Dangerous Beauty—it sounds like a contradiction of 
terms. But there are those in the art world who have been 
deconstructing the idea of beauty for nearly a hundred 
years, to no avail. Now a reintroduction of the idea of the 
importance of beauty is cutting into a wasteland created by 
some of the more pessimistic, dark-hearted artists of the 
twentieth century. 

With the failure of the Avant-Garde to dislodge the hard- 
wired bent in human nature for beauty, and with their increas- 
ingly shrinking universe of art-for-shock-sake, it seems that 
representational art, narrative painting, and beautiful images of 
all kinds are making a robust comeback in the culture. 

The cynical view of former years, that there is no truth, or 
beauty, or virtue in the universe — or that it is simply meaning- 
less — has lost its grip on some pretty significant contemporary 
artists. Patrons are once again spending enormous sums of 
money on beautiful art, and artists are taking great pains to 
make art that will defy both Kincaid-kitsch and the sometimes 
chaotic psycho-babble of purely conceptual work. 





Juliette Aristides, Brenda’s Bowl 


A cursory glance at the art that is selling in North America 
will demonstrate clearly that people are again buying art that 
feeds and nourishes their souls and imaginations. They are 
purchasing art that expresses the sentiments of their spirit. 
They seem to be saying that they want a better vision, one 
that is not merely trendy. Of course, they want images that 
are modern. But they want creative works that have a healthy 
respect for the classical disciplines too. Most of all, they want 
art that is relevant to their own human experience, as well as 
art that embodies the great themes of human existence. 

In short, people want art that will transcend their own 
time; art that speaks to their own age, but art that will also live 
on into the future. As the old adage goes, “Life is short. Art is 
long.” Or, as Trumeau founder Daniel Rice says, “The creation 
of great art is the closest human beings can get to producing 
something that’s immortal.” 

The idea of Dangerous Beauty is the theme of the sec- 
ond annual Trumeau Arts Conference, October 27 and 28 at 
Mars Hill Church’s West Seattle campus. This event is an arts 
symposium for those interested in exploring the possibilities of 
where the visual arts may be headed in this new century. 1% 





Mark Kang-O’Higgins, Self-Portrait 











SECOND ANNUAL 


TRUMEAU 


CONFERENCE / OCT. 27 & 28 
WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS 


Trumeau, a visionary arts academy, was founded 
by Daniel Rice. Rice is a classically trained artist and 
educator with a Masters degree from Regent College 
(Vancouver, B.C.). “Trumeau” is an architectural term 
for the pillar that holds up the center of the main portal 
of a cathedral, or large public building. “It is supportive,” 
Rice says, “of the passage in and out of the building; 
much like we hope to be supportive of the arts, and of 
the cultures in which we live. We are hoping to provide 
safe passage for artists on their creative sojourn.” 

An amalgam of creativity, academics, and faith has 
led Rice to arrange the kinds of events that will cinch up 
the loose ties of art-minded believers through Trumeau. 
This year’s annual conference, October 27-28, is a 
major thrust to work with others in drawing people to- 
gether and to introduce them to the offerings of the art 
school. With art classes, lecture series (such as Rice’s 
five part series on the lives of the Renaissance artists), 
and art events, Daniel hopes to provide services and 
resources that will strengthen the Body of Christ and 
make an artist’s life effective and complete. 


CONFERENCE DETAILS 


When: Friday and Saturday, October 27-28 
Where: MHC | West Seattle Campus 

Theme: Dangerous Beauty 

Speaker: Pastor Bill Clem 

Special artist/guest lecturers: Juliette Aristides, 
Royden Lepp, Joanna Roddy, Dave Kragen and 
Daniel Rice. 

Tickets: Public / $40 advance or $49 at the door; 
Students / $24 advanced or $30 at the door 
(purchase tickets at www.trumeau.net) 


An Art Gallery will display works of contemporary art- 
ists working in varieties of medias and styles. 


Lectures will include: Creative processes, internal 
and external; Classical Drawing Atelier; Comics, Graphic 
Novels, and Art for Electronic Games; Supporting the 
Artists in Our Midst; Thought Provoking Women Writers 
of Spiritual Non-fiction — a look at Annie Dillard, Anne 
Lamott, and Kathleen Norris. 
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Photo Credit: Jon Warren/World Vision 


Copyright World Vision 2006 


By Katie Payne (with Andrew Myers) memmmmmmm 


In June, a group of Mars Hill folks (including Katie and 
Andrew) heard Grace Akallo speak at a World Vision cha- 
pel. In part one of Grace’s story (printed in last month’s Vox 
Pop and available at www.marshillchurch.org/voxpop), she 
was abducted from her school by members of Uganda’s 
rebel army, the LRA, led by Joseph Kony. After collapsing 
due to exhaustion, hunger, and thirst, Grace was buried 
alive and left for dead. 


Liberation 

“God, if my time has come, please take me.” 

The despondent circumstances of a child soldier in 
Uganda are often escaped only in death. On numerous 
occasions, Grace believed her life to be at an end. She 
accepted this reality, but as it turned out, her eternal 
liberation is yet to come. 

“My escape was a miracle,” Grace said, “because | 
didn’t plan it.” 

Grace awoke and climbed out of a shallow grave. 
The Ugandan government had begun attacking the camp 
in Sudan. Joseph Kony abandoned his people there, 
narrowly escaping the gunfire. Grace witnessed the 
carnage. “You see a mother with her child. The mother 
is dead and the child is crying. You see someone is hurt, 
crying for help, but there is no one there to help them.” 

She sat in one spot: tired, hungry, thirsty, and 
defeated in the middle of the chaotic attack. “I am not 
running anywhere,” she had told herself. “I am going to 
stay here, until | die or until something happens.” 

Not one bullet touched her. “I stayed in the camp 
while people were running away,” she said. “Then some- 
thing came into my mind that said, ‘Why don’t you just 
leave this place and go somewhere?” 

She stood up and a bullet shot the heavy pack that 
was tied onto her back. It fell to the ground. Her burden 
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destroyed, she walked away. Grace walked for days, “sur- 
viving on soil because there was nothing else | could do.” 

She came across a group of children who had also 
escaped. Eight girls joined her and they traveled on foot, 
away from the fighting. The group encountered an immense 
river. Malnourished and dehydrated, these girls had no 
choice but to cross. Miraculously, God’s hand guided them 
across; none of the girls knew how to swim. 

After crossing the river, they were captured by the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA). Because the 
SPLA fights against the LRA, the Sudanese government 
funds Kony and the LRA in order to antagonize the rival 
faction represented by the SPLA. 

Since Grace and her companions were technically part 
of the LRA, the SPLA automatically considered them trai- 
tors. They tied the girls up and prepared to execute them. 
The Sudanese soldiers did not speak the same language as 
the Ugandan girls, but Grace cried out anyway, “Please, we 
are not bad people. We have been abducted from Uganda 
and from school and we need your help.” 

An older man, machete in hand prepared to slaughter 
anyone who tried to escape, came forward. “Repeat what you 
just said,” he called out in amazement. Grace said it again. 

“You are God's people,” he said, “and we cannot kill 
you. | am going to try my best to help you.” 

He then convinced the soldiers to preserve the lives 
of the nine girls. Once free, the girls were taken to a camp 
where World Vision attempts to save children from the 
LRA, rehabilitating escapees and reconciling them with 
their home communities. 


A Difficult Homecoming 
From World Vision's website: 
In Gulu, a northern district of Uganda, World Vision 
runs the Gulu Children of War Center, a counseling 
center for former child soldiers. It is the largest, most 
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well-established rehabilitation center in this conflict. 

Opened in 1995, the Children of War Center 
provides formerly abducted children with temporary 
shelter, HIV/AIDS education, food, medical treatment, 
psychosocial counseling, vocational training, spiritual 
nurture, and facilitates to smooth the reunion of the 
children with their families. More than 11,000 children 
and adults have passed through the center. 


World Vision also works within affected communi- 
ties to help families and community members understand 
what has happened to these children and encourage them 
to forgive and accept the children. 

Like many former child soldiers, Grace was reluctant 
to return to her school, ashamed of what she had done as 
a forced conscript of the LRA. “When you're coming back,” 
she explained, “you think that [people] will hate you. 

“| left my friends and | blamed myself for it. | escaped, 
but what am | going to do? Who's going to accept me? 
Who's going to be my friend?” 

At the school, however, Grace found the waiting and 
open arms of the sisters at St. Mary’s College. Her voice 
wavers with emotion as she thinks about these women who 
reached out to her in her pain and confusion. “They just 
loved me.” 

After completing the equivalent of her high school 
education at St. Mary’s, Grace attended Uganda Christian 
University for two years. After that, she began studies 
at Gordon College, near Boston. While in the States, 
Grace began an internship at World Vision. This role has 
given her the opportunity to tell her story to thousands of 
people around the country, including the U.S. House of 
Representatives in April 2006. 

She hopes to educate others on the violence that is 
tearing Africa apart. “The struggle is not ended,” Grace 


(continued: SEE ‘Aboke Girl’ page 16) 


Brackett’s Landing, Edmonds 





By Holly Thompson 


Before the drizzly autumn sky sends you into a coffee 
shop for the rest of the year, bring your flip flops, your lunch, 
and your kids for some fun on Brackett’s Landing. Brackett’s 
Landing is the big chunk of beach in Edmonds adjacent to 
the ferry dock facing Edmonds Underwater Park and Marine 
Sanctuary. The Underwater Park provides a day of fun for 
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in the sand, stick their necks to the surface, making little cir- 
cular puddles of water that squirt you when you poke them 
or step on them. They provide hours of poking-and-squirting 
fun for all ages. If you’re really fast, you can try digging them 
up before they propel themselves too deeply into the sand. 
If you show up at low tide, you will also be lucky enough to 
have a huge expanse of beach on which to build sandcastles 
with your kids. The possibilities for building sandy structures 
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scuba divers seeking a huge habitat of marine life, and the 
beach does the same for everyone else. 

The stretches of beach around the ferry dock and man- 
made jetty are hopping with all kinds of wildlife. Unusual birds, 
sea critters, and shells hidden in a whole lot of Asian-restau- 
rantesque seaweed populate a large portion of the beach. A 
field of geoducks (pronounced “gooey-ducks”) emerges in 
the seaweed when the tide is out. These huge clams, buried 

















are endless: try building a bungalow, a stadium, the Lenin 
statue in Fremont, a Wal-Mart Supercenter, you name tt. 
When the tide is in and the geoducks are minding their 
own business, there are still several possibilities for fun. 
Soft sand surrounds dry logs that are perfect for sitting and 
enjoying the gorgeous scenery. Out in the water, the ferry 
comes and goes from the dock next to the beach and you 
can watch scuba divers pop up while they are exploring the 





marine sanctuary. Cranes wander up and down the shoreline 
looking for lunch in the water. Behind the beach lies a rail- 
road track with trains occasionally rushing by, adding charm 
and quaintness. 

Pack a picnic and enjoy lunch on a cozy rock on the 
jetty or on a log on the beach. If you're into more traditional 
(or more comfortable) seating, try one of the benches or 
picnic tables. Or bring a blanket to keep sand fleas at bay 














and sit right on the beach. There are tons of relaxing places 
to sit and read, draw, or start writing that novel you have 
been putting off. 

Complete with restrooms and free four-hour parking, 
Brackett’s Landing is the best place to go for that one last 
mini-vacation of the summer. 4 
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Weird Science 





By Kyle Isaacson 


If you have ever roared on past the Space Needle won- 
dering about the futuristic metal torpedoes casting pointy 
shadows like dry, misshapen ribs, you are not alone. 

While some have mistaken the Pacific Science Center 
arches for covert military defense operations, and others 
misguided attempts at medieval rocketry, they remain a vis- 
ible enigma within the Seattle Center landscape. After a little 
finger sweat beneath the stare of my laptop, | discovered the 
answer (art) was a less exhilarating option than my original 
speculations; which just reaffirms that the true marvel of the 
Science Center lies within its buildings, not between them. 

The iron arches of the Pacific Science Center originally 
loomed above attendees of the 1962 World’s Fair (the same 
skyline altering event that also brought us the Space Needle). 
At the time, the arches, along with the surrounding buildings, 
belonged to the United States Science Pavilion. 

As most fairs tend to do, this one packed up shop and 
moved on, allowing the U.S. Science Pavilion to become the 
Pacific Science Center. The new name and property cost 
Seattle $1 a year in rental fees to the Federal Government 
(the Pacific Science Center Foundation assumed full own- 
ership in 2004). A few months after the signing of papers 
and shaking of hands, in late 1962, the Science Center 
promoted its first exhibit: a smashing informational on the 
topic of DNA. Many more eye-widening spectacles would 
follow in the years to come, including subjects such as the 
moon, mushrooms, and NASA. 

In its second year, the Science Center drew nearly 
200,000 attendees at a bargain admissions fee of $1 for 
adults and 50 cents for kids. The current website now posits 
an annual attendance in the millions for its eight structures, 


ew, 
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The Pacific Science Center is awesome—but what's with the arches? 


including two IMAX theaters and a Laser Light dome. Once 
empty, green dinosaurs now occupy the reflecting pools at 
the base of each white arch, along with a few fountains and 
a weighted bicycle trapeze for the youngsters. 

Today, a ten spot will cover your admission, depending 
on the desired activity. Kids cost seven. Although the infla- 
tion appears a bit harsh at first, | think in 1962 Coke cost two 
shekels. Plus, for a competitive price the PSCh will tantalize 
your brain rather than melt it—unlike many other popular 
diversions—and perhaps even show you how to melt other 
people's brains. 

Many of the Science Center's exhibits are permanent 
fixtures, although some special presentations, ala the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, float on through. On a typical day visitors may 
enjoy the tropical butterfly house, dinosaurs, the space spot, 
insect village, the saltwater tide pool, and many others, not 
to mention enormous IMAX adventures and the occasional 
Laser show. The Center is open daily from 10am to 6pm and 
it is highly recommended that you allow a child to lead you 
through; no one can unpack the wonders of God's creation 
better than the possessors of His kingdom. 1% 


Information for the article was derived from the following 
sources: WWW.pacscl.org; Www.wikipedia.org. 
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The Story of the Dead Sea Scrolls 


PART ONE: FORTY LONG YEARS 


By Andrew Myers 





A discovery steeped in legend, a history spiked with contro- 
versy, and a publication rife with scholarly jealousy, it is appropri- 
ate that the most significant archaeological find in modern days 
wields such a colorful story. 

The first Dead Sea Scrolls were uncovered by accident in 
1947 by a Bedouin shepherd boy in Qumran, according to most 
accounts. For more than forty years, these ancient texts remained 
in the clandestine keeping of a mere handful of researchers. 
Speculation about their contents ripped through Christendom, 
Jewry, and academia, as rumors fueled the wildest notions of 
conspiracy theorists. 

“By the late eighties,” reports Christianity Today, “outside 
scholars would mount a growing protest against what came to 
be labeled ‘the scrolls cartel’ and ‘the academic scandal of the 
century.’ The liberation of the scrolls, surprisingly, would begin 
with the gutsy sleuthing of a young graduate student at Hebrew 
Union University in Cincinnati named Martin Abegg.” 

That gutsy sleuth is now Professor Martin G. Abegg, Jr., 
PhD, Director of the MA in Biblical Studies at Trinity Western 
University, Co-Director of the Dead Sea Scroll Institute at 
Trinity Western, and Co-Chairman of the Qumran Dead Sea 
Scrolls Study Group. But today, as we sit over coffee outside 
the Seattle R.E.I., the humble scholar and real-life Indiana 
Jones is simply “Marty.” Over the course of an hour, Marty 
recounts for me the amazing story of the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
and the pivotal role he played in this drama more than two 
thousand years in the making. 


Dead Sea Deception? 

To appreciate this story, one must first have at least a basic 
understanding of the Dead Sea Scrolls’ significance and history. 
As Dr. Abegg explains, as many as nine-hundred manuscripts, 
“most of them quite fragmentary,” comprise the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Most of these manuscripts were written in Hebrew, and most 
were written before Christ (in the 250 B.C. to AD 68 range). 

From 1947 to 1956, the Scrolls were excavated from 
eleven caves in the Qumran region near the Dead Sea. About 
two-hundred scrolls are biblical texts (every Old Testament book 
except Esther is represented), 20 percent of the overall cache. 
“Which is a large percentage, when you think about it,” Dr. Abegg 
observes. “Are 20 percent of your books Bibles? This was a very 
biblically-centered community. And all of the material that wasn't 
Bible leaned somehow on the Bible.” 

These non-Bible manuscripts, the “sectarian scrolls,” 
include commentaries, hymn books, prayer books, discussions 
of Jewish law, etc. Not included in the sectarian scrolls: lost Elvis 
lyrics, the theory of relativity, and Nostradamus’ little black book. 
From the time Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, however, it 
took scholars forty years to publish any of the content, allowing 


ample time for conspiracy theories and rumors to run wild. 

In 1991 for example, The Dead Sea Scrolls Deception, 
by Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh, alleged that the Vatican 
was withholding the scrolls because they contained material that 
would disprove Christianity. (Ten years earlier, the pair wrote Holy 
Blood, Holy Grail, which posited the theory about Jesus’ marital 
status, later made famous in Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code). 

As long as the scrolls were kept under wraps, skeptics and 
doubters were justified. Intrigue, scandal, exotic locales—it was 
the stuff of a Hollywood action flick...minus the promiscuity and 
careless violence. ..plus more libraries and languages. Dead lan- 
guages, sucka. Into this maelstrom of scholastic slander enters 
our hero: Abegg. Martin Abegg. 


“There’s no future in studying the scrolls.” 

In the 1980s, the young Abegg family spent three years 
in Jerusalem while Marty pursued doctoral studies at Hebrew 
University. With a few years of schooling under his belt, Marty 
hoped to be a seminary professor someday. 

His last year in Israel was to be spent taking a yearlong 
seminar on the Septuagint (early Greek translation) of the book 
of Jeremiah. The summer before the class began, however, the 
professor, Immanuel Tov, made a drastic change to the syllabus. 
Earlier that year, the man charged with publishing a portion of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls manuscripts died. The mantel passed to 
forty-something Tov, who replaced the deceased scholar and 
became one of only a dozen or so men who had access to mate- 
rial. Instead of Jeremiah, much to his dismay Marty would now be 
studying the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

"| actually tried to drop it,” Marty admits. “You know God 
has a sense of humor because it wasn't of interest to me at all. | 
had been told there was no future in studying the scrolls; that only 
a small group of people had access to them, and if you weren't in 
with the guys who had access, it was pretty much a dead end.” 

Now, Marty was in with a guy who had access, but he still 
wanted to get out of the class. Since it was the only one that 
worked with his schedule, however, he decided to stick it out. 
Good thing. Today, Marty explains, “in scrolls circles, Tov is an 
icon. He’s the editor in chief of the Dead Sea Scrolls Publication 
Project with Oxford. | got in on the ground level with him.” 

Needless to say, Marty “got totally swept up in the mystery 
and the treasure...going down and finding the caves—it was 
just really a fascinating adventure.” At that point in time, only a 
token amount of material from the Dead Sea Scrolls had been 
published. Today, forty volumes exist, but when Marty first met 
Tov, there were only seven. 

Despite an exciting year playing Indiana Jones in the caves 
of Qumran, Marty left Israel still convinced by conventional 
wisdom that there was no future in the scrolls. Back in the 
States, however, he enrolled in Hebrew Union College (HUC) 
in Cincinnati and “fell into the hands of Ben Zion Wacholder, 


a Polish Orthodox Jew in his late sixties...renowned for his 
understanding of Jewish law.” 

According to Marty, more than anyone else in North 
America, Wacholder had taken advantage of available scrolls 
material to better understand Jewish law and history. After study- 
ing the biblical scrolls for a year with Immanuel Tov, Marty now 
benefited from Wacholder’s knowledge of the sectarian scrolls. 
The young scholar’s fate was sealed. “I was finding it difficult to 
escape the scrolls,” he recollects. “They sucked me in.” 


Biblical Revolutionaries 

In the late eighties, the “scrolls cartel” was fully operational 
and hardly anyone in the world had access to the historic trea- 
sure trove. Though photographs of the scrolls did exist, these 
too were basically kept under lock and key. 

As a student, Marty remembers when “a friend of mine 
and | discovered that HUC had a duplicate set of photographs 
of the scrolls that had been placed there in safe keeping, in 
case something happened to the Shrine of the Book and the 
Rockefeller Museum in Jerusalem. We petitioned the school to 
let [us] graduate students have access to this material.” 

Short of picket lines and protests, “we were sort of biblical 
revolutionaries,” Marty says. “We thought...the college would 
have a soul of some sort and realize that some forty years had 
gone by and enough was enough; it was time to broaden the 
access.” 

Despite their best efforts, however, the school turned them 
down, citing an agreement with the Department of Antiquities in 
Israel. The plot thickened, however, when Marty and his cohorts 
“started hearing rumors about this concordance that had been 
secretly put together for the inside group.” 


Apparently, many of the scholars assigned the prestigious 
task of publishing bits and pieces of the scrolls did not care 
much for Israel and thus preferred to conduct their research 
elsewhere. In addition, funds were becoming scarce so a con- 
cordance was quietly produced and shipped around the world 
to a dozen or two locations, allowing researchers to work from 
their home institutions (the Oxfords and Harvards of the world). 

John Strugnell occupied the office of scrolls Editor-in- 
Chief at the time, but denied the existence of the concordance. 
Scholars believed otherwise. Hershel Shanks, editor of the 
magazine Biblical Archaeology Review, offered one million 
dollars for the concordance. Strugnell, however, rebuffed all 
challengers, insisting that the concordance was “a figment of 
their imagination.” 

By the early nineties, most of the Dead Sea Scrolls still 
remained unpublished and under wraps. The tide began to 
turn, however, when Ben Zion Wacholder, Marty’s mentor at 
Hebrew Union College, shared a taxi with Strugnell at a confer- 
ence in Haifa. Along the way, Strugnell admitted that indeed the 
concordance did exist. Not only that, but he gave Wacholder 


(continued: SEE ‘Dead Sea Scrolls’ page 17) 
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The Unknown Face 


By Josh Wall 


Every Sunday at Mars Hill, the body gathers to 
corporately worship Jesus. To address the needs and 
capabilities of our two primary age divisions (child 
and adult), we have the “grown-up” services and the 
Children’s Ministry for kids ten and under. As we all 
know, there is an obvious gap between the two groups. 
And in that gap falls the third group, perhaps the most 
overlooked: teenagers. Sometimes we see one or two 

alking around the foyer on a Sunday, but how many of 

us adults really think of them as functional parts of the 
Mars Hill community? 

Many of us don’t realize it, but Mars Hill does, in 


fact; have a youth group—but don’t call it that ere ante 
ministry” is the preferred nomenclature, but really it’s Ee 


called Proxy. You may recognize the name from Sunday 
PowerPoint slides, the ads in Vox Pop, or the blurbs in 
the e-Loop. That Proxy thing, Mars Hill, is your ministry 
to junior high and high school students. 

As with the titles of all other Mars Hill ministries, 
though (not to mention the name “Mars Hill” itself), the 
label Proxy requires a bit of explaning. According to 
the dictionary, a proxy is “a person authorized to act for 
another,” a “substitute.” Deacon and Proxy coordinator 
Dustin Nickerson explains that, first and foremost, the 
mame refers to Christ — the ultimate substitute on our 
behalf — reminding students and adults alike of the core 
theology of Christianity. Secondarily, the name points 
to the ministry’ aim to be a substitute for whatever 
a youth may lack: family, friends, or even a functional 

outh group. 

Ok, I’ve said it twice now and I’m sure that infamous 
distinction, youth group, is starting to freak out youth 
eroup-scarred adults and students tired of being treated 
like half-witted children. You may be wondering if Proxy 
is just another mindless group that plays Chubby Bunny 
until partially-chewed marshmallow goo flows from kids’ 
faces like wine at the Bridegroom’s banquet in Heaven. 
This, thankfully, is not the case. While they have loads of 
fun skating, playing games, and rockin’ out to the musi- 
cal stylings of their flagship band (Joanna and the Face 
Melters), both the leadership and students take faith, 
Scripture, church, - growth, and—most importantly— 

esus very seriously. 

This “substitute” youth group was- started. three 
school years ago by Pastor Driscoll. It consisted of no 
more than twelve students, one pastor, and a van. The 
mission was to ensure that Mars Hill’s young people were 


receiving the same quality teaching and guidance as the’ 


rest of the body; keeping us all unified as one big Mars 


j 


of Mars Hill 


Hill family and not treating our youth like second- —_ 
citizens. Since those first days, Proxy’s face has Da 
Tr 


a few times, but the intent has remained the same. 


The coming school year marks another great transi- 


tion for this ministry, just as it does for the rest of us. With 
the multi-campus church model now proven functional 
and Mars Hill expansion continuing into: West Seattle, 
Proxy must follow suit, expanding into the newest loca- 
tions. This poses great challenges for the leadership and 
students alike, as well as great opportunity. 

The historic problem: in. Ballard has been that there 

ji swith teens in the area. This has 

sti de ent nt trans ortati or jon and outreach difficult, 

ur rent attendees Jive out i n the ‘burbs. Thus, 

'studer hasn't increased 

as peen E rest of. the ‘Mars Hill community, hover- 
ing steadily at around fifty to eighty students. 

Expanding to more family oriented communities 
like West Seattle and Shoreline means much greater ac- 
cessibility for students living in those suburban regions. 
For some of our teens nearest these sites, mom and dad’s 
car may not even be necessary anymore, making regular 
attendance and inviting friends far easier. With this 
major shift come a couple new ministry additions: Proxy 
Homes and the Proxy street team. 

Just like our numerous Community Groups, Proxy 
has developed a plan in which each campus ‘has an as- 
sociated home for the students to go to on Sunday nights 
to do the very same Bible-study, life-sharing activities 
the adults of Mars Hill doin their Community Groups. 
This will allow for a depth of fellowship between the stu- 
dents that might intimidate first-time visitors to Proxy’s 
midweek services. 

As well, following the Mars Hill mission to bring the 
gospel of Christ to the city of Seattlé, the Proxy street 
team will work toestablish relationships between the 
youth-minded adults of Mars Hill and ou area’s schools 
(as well other teen-focused, non-churéhy agencies). The 
purpose is: to “Serve even un-churched students and 
hopefully introduce them to Jesus. This will beautifully 
expand the traditionalamage of youth group from being 
solely inward- focused” to being visibly$on ‘mission .to 
teenagers who haven’t yet met Christ. f 

In all they told me regarding Proxy and their stu- 
dents, Adam Sinnett (the ministry’s new.-leader) and 
Dustin both made it a point to clarify any misconception 
that the student ministry is in any way separate,from the 


rest of the Mars Hill community. Following the’vision of* 


Mars Hill as a multi-generational church that integrates 
people of various ‘ages to the benefit of-all; the classic 


image of the youth group as a smaller sub-church is one 
that the Proxy leadership is trying tocan. Students play 
an active roll of service-in more than their own ministry, 
and mature, Jesus-loving Mars Hill adults are more than 
invited to lend a hand with Proxy. 

Of particular interest, the leadership (comprised 
of both adults and students) wants to see more parents 
jumping into the various volunteer roles within Proxy. 
Family is an important piece of Mars Hill, and — though 
they re teenagers ‘and truth be told many parents don’t 
know what to do with them — strengthening those famil- 
ial ties is a heavy part of the mission of Proxy. 

So, adults, now that you're informed, you're respon- 
sible. The next time you think about the body of Mars 
Hill Church — the grandparents, the kids, the newlyweds, 
the college students, the: young parents, and everyone 
else — don’t forget about-the students of Proxy; theyre 
today’s Mars Hill teens and tomorrow’s Mars Hill elders. 
And students, the rest of us are looking forward to seeing 
your role and maturity develop at Mars Hill. And we'll 
try not to call you “kids.” x 


If youre interested in checking out a.Proxy function, 
serving our church’s young people (the teenagers, not the 
twenty-somethings), or simply learning more about the 
ministry, visit www.marshillchurch.org / proxy for further 
information. 





Proxy’s New Leader On 


High School, Marshmallows, 


One Church, One Mission, Many Expressions) 


By Adam Sinnett 


Irecently had the great honor of being asked to take. 


over the leadership of Proxy, Mars Hill Church’s Student 


Ministry. After nearly losing my lunch, and a week of 


prayer, I accepted. Let me explain why. 

I went to high schoolin Lacey, the “other side of the 
tracks” of Olympia, but cooler: than Yelm. T was at the 
top- of my class academically, captain of the basketball 
team, voted “most likely to succeed” and student body 
president. I had an eclectic taste in music, ranging from 
Metallica to Bone Thugs-n-Harmony to Hall & Oates. 
On any given day I would wear multiple flannels (a la 
Nirvana), soccer socks (I didn’t play soccer), and a pair 


of basketball shorts under my pants (Gust in case I mame 


across a game). 
I chose to use expletives in conversat = : > 

of punctuation, though of course not-+at home because T 
was a good Catholic boy. I drove a short-bed F150 with 
a bumper sticker proclaiming “The Best Never Rest,” 
clearly indicating “The Best” was in the driver’s seat. If 
there was an award or leadership position to get, I got 
it. Ultimately, I found my worth and identity in what I 
could accomplish, what I wore, what I listened to, and in 
living more uprightly than those around me. 

- _ Four weeks into my freshman year at the University 
of Washington I realized for the first time that my identi- 
ty was built on empty things that wouldn’t last and that, 
even worse, I was a sinner just like everyone else. You 
have to understand, this was actually a great surprise, 
and humbling (which was a new word to my vocabulary) 
to say the least. Iwas forced to measure myself by God’s 


standard of perfection, not that of those around me. Iwas- 


thrown into an identity tailspin, and it was then. that 

Jesus saved me. | 
That was nearly ten years ago. Now, by the all- 

powerful, and somewhat ironic, sovereign hand of God, 


I have been asked to lead Proxy. It is indeed true that, 


“In his heart a man plans-his course, but the Lord de- 
termines his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). This once-lost, tall, 
skinny public high school kid is now leading a ministry 
whose aim is to reach students. God indeed has a-sense 
of humor, and fortunately He saved me from the flannel- 
wearing as well. 

When initially offered the opportunity to lead Proxy, 


anr 
au Fh ! 


I was reluctant for several reasons. First, I had never 


been in a youth group. Second, youth groups seemed to 
be the place to fine tune your chubby bunny skills and 
perfect your timing in the “pull my finger” game. Third, 
the people leading these groups are typically kids living 
in adult bodies. Ih sum, youth ministry is often not taken 


seriously or viewed a§ worth while work inthe Kingdom.” 


It serves as a sort of holding tank for those yet to reach 
i j 


adulthood before eraduating and advancing on to “real” 


“life and faith, which is: statistically the point at which 


many ‘students leave the church and fall away. _ 
As I prayed about this opportunity, God showed me 
that we shouldn’t throw out the life stage ministry model 


but, rather, rethink how it is carried out and viewed as — 


a part of the larger mission. Proxy exists, not as an iso- 
lated ministry or a church-within-a-church, but as one 


component of the church’s larger mission to the city of © 
Seattle. We have to contextualize to our audience (which © 


means marshmallows may make an appearance), pro- 
vide- solid, pranticad gioa. beaches, and a comfortable, 


74% = aa ts te i Je = 
our ministry is to a specific l 
i." ae P 4 J : i 
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a 
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oft this ae mid its Farictio® within the overarching 


mission of the church. Therefore, I invite you to join us, 
whether currently a student or one long ago, as this is 
the work of the entire church. Our future truly does 
depend on it, though not in the corny “Call now and welll 
throw in a toaster” sense. We all have our own stories of 
how we were and how Jesus has changed us. Join us in 


this important work and use your story to pent: younger th x 


brothers and sisters to Jesus. a y 


Photo by Lynne Parker 


Adam Sinnettis the heiByeacler of Proxy; Mars. H ill Church’s 
rand high school students 


ministry for J Junior, hig FALE! 


Proxy Calendar 


FALL 2006- 


With new leadership, traditions, and campuses 
to choose from, take a look at what Proxy’s doing in 
the near future. There’s a role for all ages to play in 


-this ministry, email proxy@marshillchurch.org for 
my more info or come to one of the info meetings, open to 
= peters SEAE and cc volunteers. l 


à a -: ‘SEPT. 10 Info Meeting (Shoreline). 


ee SEPT 17 Info Meeting (Ballard) 


* SEPT. 19 Proxy Shoreline Begins 
(Tuesdays at 7pm) 


* SEPT: 20 Proxy Ballard Begins 
(Wednesdays at 7pm) 


* SEPT. 29 —OCT. 1 Fall Retreat 


(register online) 


* OCT. 27 Halloween Costume Contest 


pepne Party (Sunset*Lanes) 


= NOV. 17 Serve the City 


* DEC. 8 Proxy Christmas Party 


& “Life Stage Ministry” 


£ 





Capstone Course Descriptions: Fall 2006 


Classes are listed by location. To register, go to www. 
marshillchurch.org. The Gospel Class is the prerequisite for 
all classes. 


SHORELINE 

Tues. 7pm-8.30pm (10/3-1 1/28) 

Unless noted, all classes are eight week classes — no class 
on November 21 due to Thanksgiving. 


Gospel Class 
Taught by Mars Hill Church Pastors 

Is Mars Hill your church? This class is designed as a 
key point of connection beyond Sunday services for those 
who are considering Mars Hill to be their church home. The 
Gospel Class lays the theological foundation upon which our 
community lives and breathes. Content of the class covers 
the major tenets of our doctrinal statement, including what 
we believe about the Bible, God, creation, sin, and salvation. 
We ask every potential church member to take the Gospel 
Class and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where they belong. 
This class is required for church membership and many of 
our subsequent Capstone classes. 


Apologetics 101 
Brant Bosserman, member at Mars Hill Church 

Are you tired of apologizing — saying you're sorry for 
your faith rather than defending it? Historically, an apology re- 
ferred to a rational defense of a given position. This happens 
to be what Jude 3 calls all Christians to do for their faith in 
Christ. If you would like to learn to “always be ready to give a 
defense for the hope that lies within you” (1 Peter 3:15), take 
Apologetics 101. This course covers the basic elements 
of the Christian faith and fundamental apologetics that will 
equip believers in all maturity levels with a better grasp of 
their faith. 


Song of Solomon 
Mark Driscoll, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

Song of Songs is the most passionate book of the en- 
tire Bible. It is a beautiful journey of love and sexual pleasure 
narrated by the poetry of a godly married couple. We will 
spend eight weeks studying the book in its entirety, guided 
by a lengthy introduction and commentary written by Pastor 
Mark. Because of the very frank nature of the content, this 
class is limited to married couples only. 


BALLARD 

Wed. 7pm-8.30pm (10/4-1 1/29) 

Unless noted, all classes are eight week classes- no class on 
November 22nd due to Thanksgiving. 


Gospel Class 
Taught by Mars Hill Church Pastors 

Is Mars Hill your church? This class is designed as a 
key point of connection beyond Sunday services for those 


VV 
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who are considering Mars Hill to be their church home. The 
Gospel Class lays the theological foundation upon which our 
community lives and breathes. Content of the class covers 
the major tenets of our doctrinal statement, including what 
we believe about the Bible, God, creation, sin, and salvation. 
We ask every potential church member to take the Gospel 
Class and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where they belong. 
This class is required for church membership and many of 
our subsequent Capstone classes. 


Bible Overview 
Gary Shavey, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

This class integrates the entirety of Scripture by exam- 
ining the foundations of the Old Testament, its overarching 
truths and concepts like the Kingdom of God and covenants. 
By relating these foundations to the New Testament and 
Jesus, we will learn more about the mission of the church, the 
application of Scripture as a whole, and the glory of Christ. 


How to Study the Bible 
Scott Thomas, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

Have you ever read a passage of Scripture and had 
no idea what it meant or how to find out what it means? 
Have members of your family held differing interpretations of 
Scripture and you didn’t know how to defend your position? 
This class focuses on the practical application of biblical 
interpretation (otherwise known as hermeneutics): how to 
study the Bible with greater understanding, application, and 
accuracy. Learn about the tools and resources used by Bible 
scholars. Additional topics include praying Scripture, memo- 
rizing Scripture, obeying Scripture, and loving Scripture for 
all its worth. 


Leaders Who Last 
Dave Kraft, Pastor at Mars Hill Church 

Pastor Dave Kraft draws on years of full-time ministry 
experience and leadership development. This class is an 
opportunity to understand and begin to apply the basic es- 
sentials of effective, fruitful, and long-lasting leadership. The 
heart of this class is to use biblical principles to teach what it 
will take to finish well and avoid the mistakes that cause many 
leaders to be ineffective and crash. To get more information 
on this class, look through the class book Leaders Who Last, 
available in the Mars Hill Resource Center. 


Biblical Families 
Pastor Paul Petry and his wife Jonna 

Raising children is hard work! Come study the Scriptures 
and be encouraged and strengthened as we seek wisdom 
and joy for family life. The church is only as strong as the 
families on which it is built. Discover practical applications 
of biblical principles to enable your family to grow and thrive 
— to God's glory. Discussion, prayer, fellowship. Married, 
single, and expectant parents are all welcome! 


Go to www.marshillchurch.org to register for classes. 


GET INVOLVED 


WITH THE COMMUNITY 


Mars Hill is one of sixty churches 
sponsoring Seattle’s inaugural 
Missions Fest this fall. If you’re willing 
and able to volunteer for a couple of 
hours to help with the logistics of 
this landmark event, email Gary: 
gary.kingsbury@comcast.net. He 
can also answer any questions you 
might have about Missions Fest. 








MISSIONS FEST 
= IS COMING tO S EFATTLE 
OCTOBER 6-7 2006 


Northshore Baptist Church & 
Eastside Foursquare Church 


missionsfestseattle.org 

















FREEDEREKWEBB.COM 


On September 1, Derek Webb 
began offering his latest album, 
Mockingbird, for free. Go get it at 
www.freederekwebb.com. Here’s 
his take on the project: 


| love music. | have grown up with music 
as a close confidant. And | believe in the power 
of music to move people. There’s something 
remarkable about the way a melody can soften 
someone to a new idea. 

As an artist (and often an agitator), this is 
something | am keenly aware of. My most recent 
record Mockingbird deals with many sensitive 
issues including poverty, war, and the basic eth- 
ics by which we live and deal with others. But | 
found that music has been an exceptional means 
by which to get this potentially difficult conversa- 
tion going. And this is certainly an important mo- 
ment for dialogue amongst people who disagree 
about how to best love and take care of people, 
to get into the nuances of the Issues. 

One of the things that excites me most 
about the future of our business is how easy 
it is becoming to deliver music to people who 
want to hear it. | heard a story once about Keith 
Green caring so much that people were able 
to hear and engage with his music that he gave 
it away for free, which was a very difficult and 
expensive thing to do at that time. It’s actually 
never been as simple as It is today to connect 
music with music fans. And | want people to 
have a chance to listen to Mockingbird and 
engage in the conversation. 

So this is why, on September 1st, we're 
launching freederekwebb.com, a place where 
anyone can go online and not just hear but ac- 
tually download, keep, and share Mockingbird 
completely for free. In addition, freederekwebb. 
com will give you an opportunity to invite your 
friends to download Mockingbird in order to 
get them in on the conversation as well. 

We hope this bold campaign will provide 
a jumping off point for conversations about 
all of these issues, and communicate my 
commitment to playing my part in starting 
them. So please help us spread the word: on 
September 1st, Mockingbird will be set free! 
(Source: freederekwebb.com) 











Scandalous 


The music of Derek Webb rattles the church...and indie rock? 





By Andrew Myers 


Derek Webb is an anomaly. Too controversial for 
Christian radio and too preachy for mainstream music, 
Derek's finding his niche by walking a narrow path as a 
radical, flawed, and sincere disciple of Jesus Christ. To help 
promote his October 5th show at Mars Hill Church (Ballard 
campus), Vox Pop recently interviewed this modern day re- 
former who, as it turns out, is also an indie music visionary. 
The following is an excerpt; the extended version can be 
read at marshillchurch.org/voxpop. 


Vox Pop: What ideas are you wrestling with these days? 


Derek Webb: Mostly it’s been a lot of business. I’ve been 
researching a lot about independent music and the way that 
independent musicians make there living and kind of what 
is on its way out about the old music business model and 
what are ways that, as independent artists, we can really 
take advantages of the liberties we have and even just ways 
to repair bonds between musicians and music fans who are 
increasingly being alienated by the piracy issue and just 
everything else — the way that the technology and the law is 
all kind of changing. 


VP: You mentioned in one of your podcasts that you 
might be re-thinking your earlier intention to write “music 
for the church.” How has the focus of your work changed 
recently? 


DW: My last record, Mockingbird, wasn’t as much focused 
on a group of people as a group of issues. | didn’t really 
know who it would connect to...There are always gonna 
be moments and subjects that connect me to people who 
have a worldview that’s similar to mine; there'll always be 
a connection to the church on my records, but it has been 
less intentional in these last few years. That doesn’t mean 
that | care less, that just means that the scope of it maybe Is 
getting a little broader and I’m wanting to cover a little more 
ground and explore a language that could let some other 
people in on the story. 

| really have found — especially on my last record, which 
was more about issues of injustice, social issues, what It 
really looks like to take seriously the command to love our 
neighbors, to love our enemies, those kind of issues — it’s 
been fascinating how many people who have really no in- 
terest in Jesus at this point whatsoever, still can perceive 
that there’s something wrong with the world, that the world 
doesn’t function the way that it’s supposed to, there’s some- 
thing broken about the place we live... 

There'll always be a connection between what I’m doing 
and the church, because that’s my community, ultimately, 
even if | don’t exactly understand my particular place in it. 





VP: As your work evolves, what sort of music, books — stuff 
like that — has been influencing you? 


DW: As far as music goes, | am always kinda listening to the 
same things. | don’t listen to a lot of new music. | don’t think 
that very much of the music that’s coming out nowadays has 
that enduring quality...I’m talking about Bob Dylan, I’m talk- 
ing about the Beatles — that is a lot of the music that | listen 
to. But there are definitely some cool records that have come 
out in the last little bit. I’m a huge Wilco fan...I’ve been really 
inspired by the Thom Yorke record... 

Books...Os Guiness has a book called Unspeakable 
that’s really tremendous that I’m kind of working my way 
through. A really good friend of mine in L.A. turned me on 
to this book written by a guy who writes for Spin magazine 
called Body Piercing Saved My Life. It's kind of an over- 
view — a generous but critical overview of the phenomenon 
of Christian music subculture. That is a terribly fascinating 
book...I’m also reading a book by the chief editor of Wired 
magazine — which is maybe my favorite magazine ever — Chris 
Anderson. He's got a new book called The Long Tail, which 
is about the future of business, and the music business 
especially, niche markets — that stuff is totally fascinating to 
me. | read a surprising amount of that kind of stuff. 


VP: Do you have any specific goals or a vision for where 
you're heading? 


DW: As far as my own records go, | think | have a bit more to 
say on a little deeper level with some of the issues that were 
kind of started with Mockingbird. As lve been playing those 
songs and getting those songs out live, I’ve found that there’s 
a little further that | need to go into some of that... Mockingbird 
handles it in such a broad fashion, but | think that on this new 


(continued: SEE ‘Derek Webb’ page 17) 
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spiritual disciplines 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





In following Jesus’ command to love God with “all our 
mind,” the Christian life is supposed to include regular times 
of study and learning. The goal of such study is to have 
what Paul called “the mind of Christ” so that we can live the 
life of Christ by the power of the Spirit of Christ. Therefore, 
this month we will examine the contemplative spiritual dis- 
cipline of study and the correlating active spiritual discipline 
of obedience. 


Study 

In John 17:17, Jesus prayed that we would study our 
Bible. He said, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth.” Therefore, to become more and more like Jesus we 
must have regular time in God’s Word. The Scriptures have 
much to say about the benefits of regular study, including the 
following insightful examples: 


e “For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance 
of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and 
laws in Israel.” -Ezra 7:10 


e “[Glive me understanding to learn your commands.” 
-Psalm 119:73 


e “Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righ- 
teous man and he will add to his learning.” — Proverbs 9:9 


e “Wise men store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool 
invites ruin.” -Proverbs 10:14 


e “Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to words of 
knowledge.” —Proverbs 23:12 


e “A woman should learn in quietness and full submission.” 
-1 Timothy 2:11 
e “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 


a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who cor- 
rectly handles the word of truth.” -2 Timothy 2:15 


e “When you come, bring the cloak that | left with Carpus 
at Troas, and my scrolls [books], especially the parchments 
[Scriptures].” -2 Timothy 4:13 


To help us learn Scripture, we are told to: 


e Hear God’s Word (Luke 11:28; Romans 10:17), which 
means that listening to sermons, lectures, and audio Bibles 
is very beneficial. 


e Read God’s Word (e.g., Revelation 1:3) as Jesus often did. 


e Study God’s Word (e.g., Ezra 7:10; Acts 17:11) as Jesus 
often did, which caused people to be amazed at His insights 
(Matthew 7:28-29). 


e Memorize God’s Word (Psalm 119:11; Proverbs 22:17-19) 
as Jesus did, which enabled Him to freely quote Scripture as 
needed (e.g., Matthew 4:1-11). 


VV 
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Because Jesus humbly entered into history as a 
human being, He had to grow and learn just like we do 
(Luke 2:52). Subsequently, when we see Jesus frequently 
quoting Scripture from memory throughout His life, we must 
infer that He spent considerable amounts of time hear- 
ing Scripture, reading Scripture, studying Scripture, and 
memorizing Scripture. 

Like Jesus, we too will greatly benefit from ongoing 
learning about God from His Word. Therefore, the following 
six practical tips may be helpful in assisting you to be an 
increasingly more disciplined student: 


1. Have a good Bible. Every Christian needs a good Bible that 
they can easily read and enjoy. A translation such as the New 
International Version (NIV) or English Standard Version (ESV) 
is preferable as your primary reading Bible, although there are 
many other translations that are also quite good (e.g., New 
King James Version, New American Standard Version). 


2. Have some good Christian books. If you don’t know where 
to start, drop by the Resource Center at one of the Mars Hill 
services and see if anything grabs your attention. If you want 
to build a reference library, the first book you should buy is A 
Commentary and Reference Survey by John Glynn. That book 


Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive your- 
selves. Do what it says. 

— James 1:22 


will tell you which other books are the best resources avail- 
able for in-depth Christian study and anyone who is serious 
about studying should have a copy of this book. If there is an 
area of study you want to delve into and do not know what 
book would be good to read, you can also email the Mars Hill 
theological answer team at feedback@marshillchurch.org and 
they will send you recommended readings. 


3. Have some good (free) online study resources. There 
are many great websites that can help you do Bible word 
studies and such for free. Good examples include the follow- 
ing, with the first one built and run by our very own Mars Hill 
elder-candidate, Zack Hubert: 


e www.zhubert.com specializes in word studies from the 
Bible’s original languages. 


e http://bible.crosswalk.com/ has many translations and 
Bible study tools. 


e www.biblegateway.com has many translations and Bible 
study tools. 


e www.ccel.org has most of the major works from Christian 
history for free and a “Study Bible” feature that pulls up his- 
torical church commentary on specified verses. 

e www.e-sword.net has numerous Bible study tools. 


4. Have some good Bible software. If you can afford it, Bible 
study software provides some amazing resources and compa- 
nies like Logos (www.Logos.com) are worth considering. 


5. Have some good websites. There are many great re- 
sources available for free on the web with articles, books, 
blogs, podcasts, vodcasts, and MP3s. The following are 
some recommendations: 


e www.marshillchurch.org is where hundreds of hours of my 
teaching is available for free and has been the number one 
podcast on iTunes for religion and spirituality. 


e www.theresurgence.com is an online theological ministry 
of Mars Hill Church with many articles, blogs, podcasts, and 
vodcasts, all for free. 


e www.desiringgod.org is the website featuring a large reposi- 
tory of sermons and articles from my friend, Dr. John Piper. 


e www.covenantseminary.edu has a “Free Downloads” link 
on their front page that will enable you to listen to hundreds 
of hours of their class lectures on many areas of Christian 
study. | am grateful to my friends at Covenant who have given 
the church such a gracious gift. 


e www.carm.org has good articles on cults, world religions, 
and apologetical issues. 


e www.equip.org has good articles, book reviews, and more, 
on cults, world religions, and apologetical issues. 


e www.christianitytoday.com/history has some great articles 
on Christian history and biography. 


e www.monergism.com has an almost overwhelming num- 
ber of free articles on nearly every theological issue from a 
Reformed perspective. 


6. Have some good community. Most of the Bible was writ- 
ten to communities of people and is therefore best studied 
in community with other Christians. For this reason, get- 
ting plugged into a Community Group and/or taking mid- 
week classes in addition to regularly attending a Sunday 
church service at Mars Hill is essential. Additionally, The 
Resurgence (a theological ministry of Mars Hill Church) will 
be hosting conferences in Seattle that may be of help to 
your biblical learning. For example, there will be a lecture 
by Dr. Martin Abegg at 7 p.m. on October 20 at the Ballard 
Campus on the Dead Sea Scrolls, which are coming to the 
Pacific Science Center this fall. There will also be lectures 
by renowned theologian and writer Dr. Bruce Ware March 


23-24 on the providence of God at the Ballard Campus. 
Also, Western Seminary is now offering accredited Master’s 
level classes in Seattle through Mars Hill beginning this 
October and you can contact our office for more details. 

Needless to say, at Mars Hill we are serious about 
the spiritual discipline of learning and are doing all we can 
to provide ample opportunities for you to learn more and 
more about Jesus from Scripture. It is our prayer that you 
would enjoy the discipline of study and combine it with the 
discipline of obedience. 


Obedience 

Sadly, it has been believed by some Christians that 
information alone will result in transformation. But the entire 
point of study is to repent of what grieves the Lord and to be 
increasingly transformed to be more and more like Jesus. 
Simply, information must lead to transformation or we have 
nothing but head knowledge; this is what Paul called the 
kind of Knowledge that “puffs up” with pride rather than 
increasing our humility and reliance on Jesus. 

Jesus foresaw this potential problem, and some of 
His last directives to us include not just teaching people, 
but teaching them to obey His Word. In Matthew 28:19-20, 
Jesus says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have 
commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the 
very end of the age” (emphasis added). 

Elsewhere in Scripture we are told that we should not 
only study Scripture, but also obey what we learn from it. 
Speaking of this, Jesus said, “Blessed rather are those 
who hear the word of God and obey it” (Luke 11:28, em- 
phasis added). 

In using the word “obedience” | am assuming that 
there will be some degree of resistance in you because 
that word has negative connotations for many people. But 
Jesus repeatedly connects loving Him with obeying Him 
(e.g., John 14:15, 21, 23-24). In fact, Jesus is emphatic that 
obedience to Him will flow out of our love for Him. What 
this does not mean is that we must obey Jesus so that He 
will love us. Rather, He has loved us by grace apart from 
anything we have done and as a result we trust Him, which 
is the essence of faith. It is because Jesus is perfectly good 
and loves us that we should logically obey Him if we claim 
to love Him, as evidence of our trust in Him. If we really 
believe that Jesus is wiser than us, holier than us, kinder 
than us, more loving than us, and is for us, then it is foolish 
to disobey Him. 

Jesus’ own brother James says it this way, “Do not 
merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says” (James 1:22). We have all likely met someone 
who had a lot of Bible knowledge but lacked a love for 
Jesus and obedience to the Bible; oftentimes we discover 


that they are very deceived people who arrogantly consider 
themselves spiritually mature when in fact they are not. Such 
people are by definition hypocrites since they do not obey 
what they have learned; they are like Satan, who is also de- 
ceived in that he is more wise and powerful than Jesus. The 
Bible records that Satan knows the Bible, but does not love 
Jesus or obey Him, which explains his unparalleled pride 
and self-deception. 

Because we do not want to be Bible students like 
Satan, we must always come to our study of Scripture with 
humility, bending our knee under the authority of Scripture, 
and with an eagerness to repent as God the Holy Spirit con- 
victs us of sin and folly. We must also continually connect 
all of our biblical study to the person and work of Jesus; He 
Himself taught that the key to understanding Scripture was 
to connect it to Him (e.g., Luke 24:27, 44-45; John 5:39). 

In conclusion, aS we open the Bible to meet with 
Jesus, repent of sin that causes distance from Jesus, and 
are filled with the same Holy Spirit that empowered Jesus, 
we are able to gladly obey Scripture; thus, we may live like 
and for Jesus because we live with Jesus according to His 
Word. Having now studied this, we will be blessed if we 
obey God’s command to study His word. As Jesus said in 
John 13:17, “Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them.” 

Next month we will examine the contemplative disci- 
pline of solitude and the active discipline of fellowship. If 
you would like to study the spiritual disciplines in greater 
detail, Donald S. Whitney has written a wonderful book titled 
Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life that would be helpful 
for you to read. Also helpful are Celebration of Discipline by 
Richard Foster, and Sacred Pathways by Gary Thomas. J 











Midweek classes available next month in 
Ballard, Shoreline and West Seattle. 


Register at www.marshillchurch.org 





OH EDWARD! 
Ñ: 


MARRIED COUPLES, 
SHARE YOUR WISDOM. 


Mentors couples needed to help 
groups of newlyweds walk 
through their first year of marriage. 


Email jen@marshillehurch.org 
before October 1. 
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CORE (page 4) 


Where do I sign up? 

Get your mouse hand moving and register online at 
www.marshillchurch.org. Even with multiple campuses, room 
sizes are limited so these CORE classes will fill up fast. For 
a list of October course descriptions and locations, turn to 
page 12. 


Aboke Girl (page 6) 


said. “It’s not just in Uganda. We have the same thing in 
Congo. We have the same thing in Sudan.” 


What happens next? 

In June of this year, the BBC sat down with Joseph Kony 
in a “world exclusive first interview.” Along with four of his most 
senior commanders, Joseph Kony is now top of the International 
Criminal Courts warrant list. Kony alone is wanted for thirty-three 
counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

From the BBC interview: 


Youths joined the LRA voluntarily but were never 
abducted, [Kony] claimed, “I don’t have acres of maize, 
of onion, of cabbages. | don’t have food. If | abducted 
children like that, here in the bush, what do they eat?” 

He says he is guided by spirits, “I don’t know the 
number but they speak to me. They load through me. 
They will tell us what is going to happen. They say ‘you, 
Mr. Joseph, tell your people that the enemy is planning to 
come and attack’.” 

Unfortunately, “peace talks” with Kony usually stall 
at his demands, ranging from a visit from his mother, to 
guaranteed immunity from the warrants issued by the 
International Criminal Court. 


In the meantime, others have joined the struggle to liberate 
the children of Uganda. The grassroots documentary project, 


Invisible Children, has worked to raise awareness over the past 
few years. And of course, Grace continues her quiet sojourn. “l 
want to be part of the people struggling day and night to try to 
bring peace in the world,” Grace said in an interview with the 
Washington Post. 

While she labors for peace from the United States, Grace 
hopes to return to Uganda someday. “I’m going back home,” 
she told the D.C. newspaper. “I’m going back to a community 
that does not accept me. I’m going back to a community where 
there’s no food. I’m going back to a community that’s terrible.” 

Given these circumstances, Grace expresses concern for 
her future and the future of her homeland, wondering, “Now, 
how do | get normal again?” 

In the midst of uncertainty and despair, however, Grace 
acknowledges the goodness of God, His perfect love and jus- 
tice. Though her experience in Uganda and Sudan was veritably 
hell on earth, “there’s no way you can say that God was not 
there. God was there,” Grace said. “He was watching every 
step. He was protecting us. Everything we did, He was there.” 

But Grace survived. What about her peers—murdered 
and forgotten in a country that is, according to Grace, “like a 
grave”? Didn't God love them? As a matter of fact, He loved 
them so much, that, as Jesus, He entered death right alongside 
of them. Beaten and abused by men equally ruthless and cruel 
as Joseph Kony. 

“He died on the Cross because of the people. He loved 
them,” Grace said. And it is this love that God has given 
us—through Christ-which empowers us—by His Spirit—to 
action. In Grace’s words, “Love will take you to pray for the 
people you've never known. The main thing, the main weapon, 
is prayers. Because without prayer | don’t think | would have 
survived myself.” 

When Grace finished telling her story to the crowded 
chapel at World Vision’s headquarters, we prayed. And even 
though wicked men and disease and starvation may persist, we 
do not pray without hope. Jesus Christ conquered Satan, sin, 
and death, and He has given us His life and His victory, though 


in the meantime life may be very difficult. “In this world you will 
have tribulation,” He promises. “But take heart; | have overcome 
the world” John 16:33, ESV). 

More so than most, Grace knows what it means to ex- 
perience tribulation. But she also knows the “God of justice” 
(Isaiah 30:18), and concludes her story by reminding her 
audience, “The powers of evil won't prevail forever. It will 
come to an end.” w 


For links related to this story, and to read “Aboke Girl” in 
its entirety, look for the complete article in the “People” 
category at Vox Pop Online: marshillchurch.org/voxpop. 


=BREAKF AST cus 


` 


breakfastclub@marshillchurch.org 


Grub and Scrub with the 
Breakfast Club. Meet 
people and serve by 
preparing the building for 
Sunday service. 


10am every Saturday 
at the Ballard campus. 


9am every Saturday 
at the West Seattle campus. 


Drop-ins welcome! 





SUNDAY 





CHILD 
MINISTRY 


Volunteers are needed to 











serve the church by loving kids. | 
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upcoming training sessions: Ballard - 9/10 (11am); Shoreline - 9/17 


(12:45pm); West Seattle - 9/24 (12:30pm). Email kids@&marshillchurch.org 
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permission to obtain a copy of the one at Harvard. 

Marty is sure that “Strugnell had no idea what was going 
to happen with this concordance. I’m sure he thought it was 
going to go in Wacholder’s study, and Wacholder would use 
it for his own work, but the [HUC] library put it in the open 
stacks. It couldn’t be checked out, but anybody in Cincinnati 
could go in and look at [it].” 

The legendary concordance was handwritten in Hebrew 
on three-by-five note cards. “Most people wouldn't have a clue 
what to do with it,” said Marty. But for the young graduate 
student, the gift of these cards was like twelve birthdays and 
eighteen Christmases all at once. 

Much to Marty’s excitement, the concordance included 
each entry in context, with cross-references to preceding 
and subsequence passages. Over the course of the next 
three or four months, Marty tirelessly reconstructed about 
one hundred pages of Dead Sea Scrolls manuscripts. Upon 
showing the work to his mentor, the near-blind Wacholder 
turned toward his student and in his old world accent pro- 
claimed, “Vee must publish!” 


“_..they have rebelled against me.” 

“As a graduate student thinking about publishing other 
people’s material — a bootleg copy of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
— my first thought was, ‘l'Il never work,” Marty remembers. "I'll 
be blacklisted and this will be the end of my career before It’s 
even started.” 

To this day, Marty questions his final decision. “It’s still 
an ethical issue with me,” he admits. “I still struggle with it 
at times.” 

At the time, he spoke with many mentors and spiritual 
advisors — his pastor, his father, Christian colleagues — trying 
to determine whether or not it would be right to publish the 
material reconstructed from the classified Dead Sea Scrolls 
concordance, making it available for a wider audience. After 
meeting with his dissertation advisor — a man in his seventies, 
health failing, who had waited patiently for forty years for ac- 
cess to the scrolls — “I finally decided to do it.” 

In the fall of 1991, the mysterious scrolls made their 
long-awaited debut with panache. After the HUC (Marty's) 
publication came out, California’s Huntington Library admitted 
that they had a concordance, and the Biblical Archaeology 
Society published a third set, source unknown (though Marty 
says he has a notion). That November, the official gatekeeper, 
the Israel Antiquities Authority, opened the floodgates. “Within 
a matter of months,” Marty said, “we went from no access to 
total access.” 

Prior to the great unveiling, Marty’s original scroll-sensei, 
Immanuel Tov, had been named the new Editor-in-Chief, 
replacing the obstinate John Strugnell. But when the HUC 
publication unleashed the scrolls, Marty said, “[Tov] felt like 
the whole thing had just kind of been ripped out of his hands. 
And it was one of his students that did it.” 

The first time Marty saw Tov after the bootleg scrolls 
were out in the open, they crossed paths at a convention. His 





former teacher greeted him with a cryptic Hebrew utterance, 
translated, “Sons | have raised up...” Marty wasn’t sure how to 
receive this comment until later that night when he looked up 
the second part of the verse he recognized to be Isaiah 1:2: 
“and they have rebelled against me.” 

“That was where we were at in the Fall of 91: | was the 
rebel,” Marty recalled. Eventually, what he calls a “miracle of 
forgiveness,” Marty and Tov reconciled and the two are cur- 
rently working on their forth project together. 

Indeed Marty - Dr. Abegg - and the scrolls have 
come a long way. “I’ve gone from being the renegade — the 
bootlegger — to now I'm the official concorder of the Oxford 
project.” Dr. Abegg now studies the scrolls concordance 
with a clear conscience, and he’s very close to finishing the 
project. Three years ago the official concordance for the 
sectarian scrolls was published, and the biblical concor- 
dance Is nearing completion. 

Needless to say, access to the scrolls is no longer a 
problem. “I’ve got all this stuff on my computer,” Dr. Abegg 
said. “My computer has all of the Dead Sea Scrolls...I’m the 
guy who was the bootlegger who now has more access than 
anybody in the world. | have to pinch myself at times, but it’s 
been a fun ride.” J 


Dr. Martin Abegg will speak at Mars Hill Church’s Ballard 
campus on October 20 at 7pm. Next month, read part two in 
Vox Pop’s two-part series on Dr. Abegg and the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, which delves further into the controversy surround- 
ing the scrolls, and the impact their discovery has had on 
the Bible and Christianity. The Dead Sea Scrolls will be on 
display at the Pacific Science Center from September 23 
through January 7. 





record (I'll be working on at the beginning of the year), | feel 
like | need to get further into the nuances on a few of these 
issues...| think it's gonna be a really different record because 
I've got this sound in my head — | would hesitate to say, in 
case | don't really deliver on this — but I feel like there’s a rock 
record coming...| think there’s a rock record in my future. 
And | think this might be the material that really calls for it. 
That's kind of what I’m dreaming about right now. 

Beyond that, there are a few things kind of connected 
to the idea of the Free Derek Webb that we're gonna do 
between this next month and December that are really big 
ideas for me... That might be something that | help dream up, 
but maybe not something that would be as much about my 
career and my music and what I’m doing as much as trying 
to help some of my community with the way that they make 
music and the way that they make their careers. That’s some 
of what’s coming, | believe. 1% 


Ticket information for Derek’s 10/5 show at Mars Hill Church's 
Ballard campus are on sale now at ticketforce.com. 
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Community Groups take place in the homes of church members who are committed to 
sharing their lives with those who participate in their group. Through learning and ac- 
countabililty, Community Groups exist to develop mature Christians who will go out into 
their various social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 


The Community Groups listed here are only a few of the many 


that gather every week. For a complete listing, or if you need 


help finding a group, email community@marshillchurch.org. 


Introducing the Newest 
Mars Hill Community Groups 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Tiffany Hansen 

Contact: Tiffany Hansen 

Phone: 206-313-9735 

Email: tiffany.hansen@marshillchurch.org 
For Women Only 


Greenwood Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Jeremy Herring 
Contact: Jeremy Herring 
Phone: 206-380-5339 

Email: jherringff@hotmail.com 


Issaquah Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Travis Dorschel 

Contact: Travis Dorschel 

Phone: 206-235-2378 

Email: travisandmarcy@gmail.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 

LedBy: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net 


Kirkland Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Tim Saint 

Contact: Laurie Saint 
Phone: 206-941-8359 
Email: tim@saintfamily.com 


Laurelhurst Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Scott Johnson, Lauren Hunter 
Contact: Scott Johnson 

Phone: 206-940-6537 

Email: uw_community@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood Sunday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Donald L. Churchill 
Contact: Don Churchill 
Phone: 425-745-0264 

Email: laurcon23@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Heather Hansen 
Contact: Heather Hansen 
Phone: 206-618-8323 
Email: heather@thepidge.net 
For Women Only 
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Mukilteo Tuesday 10:30am 
LedBy: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Addie Gerlach 
Phone: 425-286-4844 

Email: addie.gerlach@gmail.com 
For Women Only 

North Seattle Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Trish Mahoney 
Contact: Trish Mahoney 
Email: trish@themahoney.com 
For Women Only 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Brian Landsberger 

Contact: Brian and Heather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-658-5819 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Northgate Thursday 7:30pm 
LedBy: Mike Hanson 
Contact: Todd Christenson 
Phone: 206-650-1779 

Email: tachris4;c@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Olympia Friday 6pm 

LedBy: Kimball Parker 
Contact: Kimball Parker 
Phone: 360-791-3005 
Email: kimballp@comcast.net 


Phinney Ridge Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Peter Bell 

Contact: Stephen Papineau 
Phone: 360-540-0878 

Email: papineau@seattleu.edu 


Redmond Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Ryan Dosch 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: meghandosch@yahoo.com 


Sammamish Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Sam Jarawan 
Contact: Sam Jarawan 
Phone: 425 445-9731 

Email: sjarawan@hotmail.com 


View Ridge Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Henry Lu 

Contact: Henry Lu 

Phone: 206-947-1730 
Email: thelufam@gmail.com 


more than one hundred 
mars hill community groups 


gather weekly around the Puget Sound region 
to join one near you email 
community@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 
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O ortunity & Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (July 1, 2006—August 13, 2006) 
pp o July 9 $100,000 $115,967 466 3455 l 
Inform ation Total Given $815,558 
July 16 $125,000 | $129,248 498 4049 Households 1510 
p Average Givin 360/month 
Here are some specific needs and announcements July 23 $125,000 $107,273 439 4226 9 g$ 
. l . per household 
for the month of August. Registration for events is at July 30 $125,000 $124,350 470 4232 
www.marshillchurch.org. 
H Aug 6 $125,000 $125,975 483 4003 EXPAND CAMPAIGN 
T 7 J 
Party with the Hill on New Year’s Eve Aug 13 $125,000 $150,630 429 4169 Due to a growing church body 











(it’s on a Sunday this year!) 
It’s our 10th Anniversary year and the celebration continues with 


and limitations with meeting 
space, Mars Hill is pursuing 
various expansion strategies. 

A new facility in West Seattle, 
developing programs at Mars Hill 
Shoreline, and various building 


MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 





parties all over the city. We're bringing a Big Band, dance floor, 





and chocolate fountains to Ballard for the Red Hot Bash and $700,000 
throwing a bowling party at Shoreline’s Spin City. Save the date 





and tell your friends. $600,000 



































































































































New around here? —_ projects in Ballard require capital 
Here are some ways to get to know Mars Hill: (1) Sign up for il a a 
October's Gospel Class. (2) Join a Community Group. (3) onan utww aarshillehurchorg tor 
Come forty minutes before any Sunday service and a volunteer the latest updates about these 
will give you something to do. (4) Hit up the Breakfast Club row andiothiere mansion orolecis, 
(every Saturday at 9am at the West Seattle campus or 10am including our goal of raising $1.2 
at Ballara), E million in one day on October 1. 

E Monthly Budget Smer armor r Sonne r Sono0s Saoat00 Soon San5;00 (See page 2 “It All Comes Down 
Fall Concerts Actual Given $400,088 $571,587 $422,613 $472,580 $472,839 $558,040 $437,504 $533,836 $540,548 to This ") 


Coming to the Ballard campus: Bebo Norman (9/29) and 
Derek Webb (10/5). Tickets for both concerts are on sale at 
ticketforce.com. 


Pre-Marriage Class Starts in October 

If you’re a Mars Hill member planning to get married by February 
next year, you're eligible to register for the fall pre-marriage 
course. Class meets Sundays starting Oct. 8. If you’d like to 
take the class but are not a member, consider taking the Gospel 
Class this time around (also starting in October). 


Mars Hill Church: The Next Generation 

Train, teach, serve, and love the youngest people at Mars Hill. Join 
Children’s Ministry and come to one of these upcoming training 
sessions: Ballard (9/10 at 11am), Shoreline (9/17 at 12:45pm), and 
West Seattle (9/24 at 12:30pm). kids@marshillchurch.org. 


Production Help Wanted 

No experience necessary. Volunteers are needed at all campuses 
(Ballard, Shoreline, and West Seattle) to help run PowerPoint, 
video cameras, audio, etc. katie@marshillchurch.org. 


Don’t struggle alone 

Mars Hill support groups and grace groups, help lead others 
toward a new way of life in Jesus. If you've struggled with abuse, 
addiction, post-abortion trauma, or other difficult seasons, email 
care@marshilllchurch.org for more information. 





*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our 
families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. You 
may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real question is: 
are you worshipping God with your stuff and do the first fruits of 
your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be directed 
first to your local church. The bible does not say how much you 
should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart behind your 
giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our giving should be 
cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. The Bible does not 
prescribe a percentage; through prayer we must seek to have a 
clear conscience in regards to our giving. Jesus says, “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 
Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you are not 
a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger issue: your sin 
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and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are not concerned about 
the amount people give but about the number of people who are 
giving. God is building His kingdom through the church, and He 
asks that all believers share in this joyous responsibility. This mis- 
sion is bigger than just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and 
faithfulness; no matter if you are a college student who can give 
only 10 bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 
e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during service 


By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located in the 
foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office if you 
would like some self addressed envelopes). 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email giving@ 
marshillchurch.org 


Donation of stock 
Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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GOT QUESTIONS ABOUT JESUS? 
KNOW SOMEBODY WHO DOES? 


Join us and bring your friends for a dozen answers to 
common questions about a man who claimed to be God. 


Sunday Services this fall at all Mars Hill Campuses 
preached by Pastor Mark Driscoll 


10.08.2006 — Is Jesus the only God? 
10.15.2006 — How human was Jesus? 


10.22.2006 — What did Jesus accomplish on 
the cross? 


10.29.2006 — Did Jesus rise from death? 
11.05.2006 — Where is Jesus today? 


11.12.2006 — What will Jesus do upon 
His return? 


11.19.2006 —Why should we worship Jesus? 


11.26 2006 — What makes Jesus superior to 
other religions? 


a 12.03.2006 — How did people know Jesus 
cee was coming? 


12.10.2006 -Why did Jesus come to earth? 


12.17.2006 — Why did Jesus’ mom need to 
be a virgin? 
sit 12.24.2006 What difference has Jesus 
_ made in history? 
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